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To Live by Faith - II

Faith in Action

James 2: 14-19

“What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him? Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. I f one of you says to him, “Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.” Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do. You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that – and shudder.

· James is reminding us that true faith must be accompanied by actions. Our actions are in direct propos ional with our faith.
· However, James is not conflicting with Paul on the issue of faith. In the book of Ephesians 2:8, Paul says, we are saved by grace through faith…not by works. Here Paul addresses what is needed before getting saved, and James is addressing what we have to do after getting saved.

· The Bible calls Abraham the “Father of Faith”, therefore, there is a lot we can learn from him on how we can put our faith in action (Gal 3:7)
Romans 4:18-22
“Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the Father of many nations, just as it had been said to him. So shall your offspring be. Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his body was as good as dead – since he was about a hundred years old – and that Sarah’s womb was also dead. Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, being fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised. This is why it was credited to him as righteousness.”

Abraham’s Faith in Action  
· Throughout the Bible, God reveals himself by using different names and titles.
· Rom 4:17, God is introduced as the one who gives life to the dead and calls things that are not as though they were
· This is the God of Abraham and he is ours too (v.24)

· God is able to resurrect dead dreams, plans, relationships, ministries etc.
· When God found Abraham (Gen 12), Abraham was already a discouraged person. At 75, he had no children and his hope of getting a child was already dead. But God resurrected his dream.
· What is that which seems to be dead in your life? Our God, Jesus Christ is able to bring it to life again
· “I am the resurrection and life”, Jesus said. (John 11:25)
· Our faith must be built on the revelation of who God is to you.
· Whenever God appeared to people in the Bible, he first introduced himself to them.
· To Moses, he called himself the “I am that I am”
· Hagar appeared as “El – Roi” the Lord that sees (Gen 16:13,14)
· To Abraham as “Shield and Great Reward” (Gen 15:1), “El Shaddai” meaning Almighty God (Gen 17:1). Also he is Jehovah “Jireh” the Provider (Gen 22:14)
· To David, Jehovah “Rohi” the Shepherd (Ps 23)
· To Ezekiel is Jehovah “Shammar”, The Lord is here, there (Ezek 48:35)
· To Job he is called the Redeemer (19:25)
· To Daniel, the God who shuts the mouth of lion 
· To his the Disciples, he is called the Light, Bread of Life, Rock,
· To us, He is the same Yesterday, Today, and Forever. This means, what he was to Moses, Abraham, Jacob, Peter, Paul, he is the same to us today!
I. Abraham hoped against all hope (Rom 4:18)
· It means to remain positive about you God and your dreams, visions regardless of what is surrounding you.

· You can’t have faith unless you have hope, something you are looking forward for. (Heb 11:1)

· What are you hoping in life, your family, ministry, studies? Never loose hope.

· 1 Cor 13:13, “And now these three remain: faith, hope, and love. But the greatest of these is love.”
· Job 13:15, “Though he slays me, yet will I hope
· Ps 119:74, “For I have put my hope in your Word”
· Prov 13:12, “Hope deferred (drawn out) makes the heart sick, but when dreams come true, there is life and joy.”
 An illustration of the Businessman who lost his store: All is lost except my Family and Hope, Come tomorrow the business will be open again!

· Against all hope, Abraham in hope believe and so became the father of many nations just as it had been said to him.

· Many things fought Abrahams hope. Example, his age, wife, slaves/workers, people, the devil etc.

· Your hope will be tested but never give up hope.

· Job said, “I know my Redeemer lives and one day he shall stand”
· Put your hope in the Word of God. Only what God said will remain forever.
· Strengthen yourself in the Lord, never give up hope.

· What are you hoping for in your life? Remember it is what you hope for that will make your faith work.

